[Epileptic channelopathies].
At the present time the study of epileptogenesis is becoming increasingly interested in the function of ionic channels in which localization of new gene sites and mutations have been aetiopathogenically related to certain syndromes involving epilepsy. The pathology of these channels known as channelopathies is responsible for a certain number of conditions affecting the central nervous and neuromuscular systems. Its clinical expression is often paroxystic. The mutations cause inactivation of the channel, which depending on the degree, conditions the phenotype of the process. We studied the main epileptic channelopathies related to idiopathic epilepsy syndromes. To date it has been possible to codify four genes responsible for: benign familial neonatal convulsions, generalized epilepsy with febrile convulsions plus and frontal lobe nocturnal dominant autosomal epilepsy, together with other syndromes in which potentially related mutations have arisen. Ionic channels, both voltage and receptor dependent, are involved in the genesis of idiopathic epilepsy syndromes. Their importance is due to the contribution made to understanding epileptogenesis and the application of this in the investigation of drugs which act by modifying the initial cause of the seizure. Today it may be said that the idiopathic epilepsies, or at least some of them, make up a family of channelopathies.